UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS
GCE Advanced Level

MARK SCHEME for the October/November 2009 question paper
for the guidance of teachers
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9686/02

Paper 2 (Reading and Writing), maximum raw mark 70

This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of
the examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not
indicate the details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began,
which would have considered the acceptability of alternative answers
Mark schemes must be read in conjunction with the question papers and the report on the
examination.

•

CIE will not enter into discussions or correspondence in connection with these mark schemes.

CIE is publishing the mark schemes for the October/November 2009 question papers for most IGCSE,
GCE Advanced Level and Advanced Subsidiary Level syllabuses and some Ordinary Level
syllabuses.
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Mark Scheme: Teachers’ version
GCE A LEVEL – October/November 2009

Syllabus
9686

Five sentences clearly showing meaning of given words (5 × 1 mark)

Paper
02
[5]

The word given should NOT be changed grammatically, no change to part of speech.

2

Equivalents of five given words (5 × 1 mark)
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Syllabus
9686

Paper
02

Quality of Language: Accuracy (for questions 3, 4 and 5)
5

Very Good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more
complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, word order).

4

Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has sound grasp of the grammatical
elements in spite of lapses. Some capability to use accurately more complex structures.

3

Sound
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some
problems in forming correct agreement of adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of
prepositions.

2

Below average
Almost all sentence-patterns are simple. Expression very forced and pedestrian. Vocabulary
limited and pedestrian.

0–1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect.
Consistent and repeated error.
For questions 3 and 4, the 5 marks for the quality of language will be awarded globally for the whole
performance on each set of answers. With regard to length, a concise answer containing all markbearing components for content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the quality of language mark. An answer scoring 0 for content cannot score any language
marks, and the total available on the whole set of answers will therefore be affected. The final total
for language will be reduced on the following scale:
Answer(s) worth 2 or 3 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by -1
Answer(s) worth 4 or 5 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by -2
Answer(s) worth 6 or 7 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by -3
Answer(s) worth 8 or 9 scoring 0: reduce final assessment by -4
Note: A minimum of 1 mark for quality of language should be awarded if there are any content marks
at all (i.e. 0 language marks only if 0 content marks).
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3

Syllabus
9686

Paper
02

Suggested answers

2 marks
Any appropriate title (1) and a reason (1)

3 marks
Any three of: 200-year anniversary of end of slave trade – education – slave’s story.
Effects of British sugar and tobacco trade

3 marks
Not successful – King and royal family didn’t approve – politicians continued the slave trade

3 marks
Joined the movement – took an active part in it – wrote books –
spoke at meetings all over the country

4 marks
A BIG effect (1) Then any three others: burning desire to struggle for freedom – wrote about his
horrific experiences, learnt English – bought his freedom.
[Total: 15 + 5 for accuracy = 20]
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Comprehension

Syllabus
9686

Paper
02

Suggested answer

2 marks
Great respect (1) because of his bravery and intelligence (1)

2 marks
Educated in psychology, music and story writing. Benefit was that her stories were broadcast
on the radio.

3 marks
Tipu was a soldier, Nur was in communications. He fought against the British, she fought with them.
He was killed by the British, she by the enemies of the British. She got a medal, he did not get a medal.

2 marks
She spoke fluent French and was the only one who could keep in contact with the Allied officers

3 marks
Refused to cooperate – tried to escape – didn’t want to betray her colleagues.
The effect of her forefathers.

3 marks

Indians should get high honours – their bravery should be recognised – better relations between
Indians and their Allies.
[Total: 15 + 5 for accuracy = 20]
© UCLES 2009

Page 6

5

Mark Scheme: Teachers’ version
GCE A LEVEL – October/November 2009

Syllabus
9686

Paper
02

Comprehension Essays
These are marked according to the published mark grid.
(a)

Possible points for inclusion:
The key here is understanding the different behaviour at the time in question of the British
towards Indians and Africans.
Attitudes to Africans: they were regarded as inferior, not capable of being educated, suitable
only to be treated as slaves.
Attitudes to Indians: although a subject people, their bravery was recognised and respected
(Tipu Sultan); they fought alongside the British.
Marks awarded for up to 10 appropriate points but there should also be direct
comparison/contrasts made. No marks can be awarded for simply summarising the
passages.
[10]

(b)

Response to the Text (for question 5)
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views
expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and the ability to express a personal
point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to
examiners.
5

Very Good
Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and imagination, a capacity
to express a personal point of view.

4

Good
Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work still shows an ability to
express a range of ideas, maintain interest and respond to the issues raised.

3

Sound
A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on a single issue, but there is still
a response to ideas in the text.

2

Below average
Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May disregard the element of response to
the text, and write a largely unrelated free-composition.

0–1 Poor
Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and pedestrian. No element of personal
response to the text.
Repeated error.
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Response should be only 40/50 words long so not much detail can be given.
Candidates own appropriate opinion is important here
Two or three appropriate points should be given – award 5 marks only if 2 points are
mentioned.
[Total: 15 + 5 for accuracy = 20]
Length: up to 200 words for BOTH together – no penalty
5 (a): max 150
5 (b): max 50
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