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Introduction
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International A Level
French (9716), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.
In this booklet candidate responses are derived from scripts of candidates from June 2017 to exemplify a
range of answers.
For each question, the response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded
or omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this
way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could
do to improve their answers. At the end of the booklet, there is a list of common mistakes candidates made
in their answers for each question.
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme.
Therefore, in some circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much
comment.
The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from the School
Support Hub. These files are:

June 2017 Question Paper 32
June 2017 Paper 32 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level
response for each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the
candidate answers, and in the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Answers are by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of
answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with
your learners in the classroom to improve
their skills.

Examiner comments are
alongside the answers.
These explain where and
why marks were awarded.
This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge
exams so you can help
your learners to refine their
exam technique.

This section explains how the candidate could have
improved each answer. This helps you to interpret the
standard of Cambridge exams and helps your learners to
refine their exam technique.

This section lists the common mistakes candidates
made in answering each question. This will help
your learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
Often candidates are not awarded marks
because they misread or misinterpret the
questions.

Cambridge International A Level French (9716)
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Question 1
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

This is a very good introduction
that clearly sets out the parameters
of the title.

A long sentence that would
benefit from breaking up into parts.

The candidate could usefully
expand on this phrasing.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

There are some good points here
about state intervention but a
shorter section on this element and
more on the social and individual
causes of obesity would make for a
more balanced essay.

Cambridge International A Level French (9716)

7

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 3

Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

Mark for Language = 21/24
Mark for Content = 14/16
Total mark awarded = 35 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved the answer
This was a well-organised answer with a coherent argument. To gain higher marks for content, the candidate
could have explored in more depth the reasons why people are obese. The explanation of obesity given was
a sedentary lifestyle – this is one element, but other causes were glossed over. The language was idiomatic
with a good use of a range of structures. There were, however, errors throughout. More attention to a final
proofreading would have enabled the candidate to notice the errors.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

A serious error in the formation
of the adjective.

Some significant language errors
in this section.

Overuse of personnes for gens.

Some more reasons for this
behaviour would help support the
argument.

It is not explained what the
promotions are.

Cambridge International A Level French (9716)
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

This section needs expansion.
The question form is a little informal
in an essay of this type.

This is a weak conclusion that
contributes little to the essay.

Mark for Language = 14/24
Mark for Content = 8/16
Total mark awarded = 22 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The candidate made a reasonable number of points but in a rather basic manner. The candidate could have
expanded more on the social aspects of obesity which they alluded to in the penultimate paragraph. There
could also have been more explanation of the food industry’s role in obesity – promotions were mentioned
but not explained. The conclusion was rather weak. In language terms, the essay had a significant number of
serious errors although it read quite well and some ambition was shown in the use of structures and
vocabulary. More attention to basic grammar and spelling would have improved the answer.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

Incorrect spelling of the quotation
invalidates its use.

Ambitious claims are best
avoided in the introduction.

This section is quite incoherent.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

Significant repetition in these
paragraphs.

The candidate consistently
makes mistakes with the
conjugation of devoir.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued

Examiner comments

The candidate shows ambition in
attempting to use complex structures
but these are often not successfully
implemented.
Mark for Language = 9/24
Mark for Content = 6/16
Total mark awarded = 15 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved the answer
The candidate made a fair number of relevant points but there was too much repetition and little sense of a
clear structure. The paragraphs were often not linked and the argument was rather incoherent at times. The
language was weak, with persistent serious errors and an occasional breakdown in sense. The candidate
would have benefited from writing a plan and from revision of basic grammar and vocabulary.
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Question 3
Example Candidate Response – high

Examiner comments

Is this really the case? This
debate is not explained.

This point is not picked up in the
main body of the essay.

A good range of relevant points
are made here, well linked together.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued

Examiner comments

A good range of relevant points
are made here, well linked together.

The counter-argument is
effectively constructed although the
effect on sportsmen and
sportswomen (mentioned in the
introduction) is not covered.

‘Valeurs’ are mentioned here but
not explored in the essay explicitly.
Mark for Language = 20/24
Mark for Content = 14/16
Total mark awarded = 34 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved the answer
This was a straightforward and well-organised answer with a good range of examples and a balanced view.
In the introduction, there was mention of the significant effect of the media on sportspeople. This was not
really considered in the essay. The candidate wrote about journalists scouting young footballers but did not
explore how the media essentially buy players and feel they have the right to interfere in their personal lives.
The essay read well but a considerable number of errors in spelling and verb forms prevented the candidate
from reaching the highest level.
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Example Candidate Response – middle

Examiner comments

This introduction does not
completely address the terms of the
question.

An interesting point about less
well-known sports but too long
given the overall length of the
essay.

This is an important point and
would benefit from further
elaboration.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued

Examiner comments

This is an important point and
would benefit from further
elaboration.

This point requires further
comment.
Mark for Language = 12/24
Mark for Content = 9/16
Total mark awarded = 21 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved the answer
This was a relevant answer with a fair range of examples to support the somewhat narrowly focused
argument. The candidate took the view throughout that the media’s role in sport was positive. It would have
been useful if there had been some recognition of the possible negative effects of the media. This would
have made for a more balanced answer to the question. The candidate used a variety of structures and had
a sense of language but there were many spelling and grammatical errors. A careful rereading of the essay
could have eliminated some of these.
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Example Candidate Response – low

Examiner comments

This point is not very clear. The
reference to modernisation du
monde adds little as it is not
explained.
Here the communication breaks
down as the expression of ideas is
severely hindered by the poor use of
language.
This assertion needs explanation.
Further explanation at this point
would benefit the argument.

The list style of this section of the
essay is not adequate as
demonstrated by phrases such as
une autre point relationné avec ça.

Conjugation of the common verb
faire’ is not known.

Incorrect word order and
Anglicism.
Mark for Language = 8/24
Mark for Content = 5/16
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 40
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How the candidate could have improved the answer
The candidate made generalisations without much substantiating evidence. The introduction was inaccurate
in terms of both language and content. More clarity and reference to the title would have helped the
candidate to formulate their ideas better. There was some attempt at structure but the essay read like a
succession of related thoughts rather than a coherent entity. The expression throughout was poor, with
persistent errors and inaccurate use of language. The candidate would have benefited from significant
revision of basic grammar and spelling.

Common mistakes candidates made in Questions 1 and 3
•

Focus on the specific question was often poor and arguments were superficial.

•

Plans, if written, were often too short and basic in content.

•

Essays were poorly constructed with ideas presented in a muddled way with no clear prioritisation or
sense of balance.

•

Essays on the overarching topic area (e.g. le sport) scored poorly on content since much of the material
used by candidates was only marginally relevant to the question title.

•

Long opening paragraphs where the scope was too ambitious and an imbalance between the length of
the introduction and what followed.

•

Quotations and statistics were used without being clearly linked to the argument.

•

Conclusions listed what had gone before and did not show clearly the candidate’s view once all points
had been taken into consideration.

•

Pre-learned phrases served only to highlight the deficiencies in the candidate’s own writing.

•

A lack of basic grammatical, structural and idiomatic awareness meant that some candidates struggled
to express their ideas.
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