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REVISED STANDARD VERSION

1

Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the
passage is taken).
[25 marks]
(a) And in praying do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will
be heard for their many words.
(Matthew 6:7)
(b) The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
(Matthew 13:44)
(c) And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking around on those who sat
about him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!”
(Mark 3:33–34)
(d) But the woman, knowing what had been done to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down
before him, and told him the whole truth.
(Mark 5:33)
(e) And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit for forty
days in the wilderness, tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing in those days; and when they
were ended, he was hungry.
(Luke 4:1–2)
(f)

And when he learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who
was himself in Jerusalem at that time.
(Luke 23:7)

(g) He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.

(John 6:56)

(h) Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes that it may bear more fruit.
(John 15:2)
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NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION

1

Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the
passage is taken).
[25 marks]
(a) And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words.
(Matthew 6:7)
(b) The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
(Matthew 13:44)
(c) “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle
around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!”
(Mark 3:33–34)
(d) Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling
with fear, told him the whole truth.
(Mark 5:33)
(e) Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at
the end of them he was hungry.
(Luke 4:1–2)
(f)

When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was
also in Jerusalem at that time.
(Luke 23:7)

(g) Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.

(John 6:56)

(h) He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
(John 15:2)
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2

To what extent can it be said that Matthew’s birth narrative (chapters 1 and 2) sets the scene for
the rest of the gospel?
[25]

3

“Matthew’s gospel aims to show the beginning of the Christian Church.” Discuss this view.

[25]

4

When, where and by whom was Mark’s gospel written?

[25]

5

Examine the significance for Mark’s gospel of the accounts of the confession of Peter at Caesarea
Philippi and the transfiguration of Jesus.
[25]

6

Examine and assess the way Luke used sources in writing his gospel.

[25]

7

“Luke presents Jesus as having extraordinary powers.” Discuss.

[25]

8

Assess the role of John the Baptist in John’s gospel.

[25]

9

Why was John’s gospel written?

[25]

10 What are the significant features of Jesus’ teaching on discipleship?

[25]

11 To what extent do the gospels portray Jesus as breaking the laws of the sabbath?

[25]

12 In what ways do the gospels show Jesus fulfilling the role of the suffering servant in Isaiah?

[25]

13 Discuss the difficulties that arise from the gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection.

[25]

14 Assess the view that the gospel texts can only be properly understood in the context of the political,
social and religious situation of first century Palestine.
[25]
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