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ARABIC LANGUAGE
Paper 8680/02
Reading and Writing

General comments
Overall, the performance of candidates was good. Candidates made a good attempt at the questions, though
some found Question 1 quite challenging. It would be beneficial for candidates to read widely to help
broaden their spelling and vocabulary, particularly synonyms and antonyms.
Candidates would also benefit from more practice in writing summaries, and should be advised not to copy
out long chunks of the text in their answers.
Grammar was generally quite good, although more practice is needed in:
●
●
●
●

the use of kaana and its sisters;
numbers;
negation of the future tense;
the use of the dual case.

Comments on specific questions
Question 1
Only a few candidates managed to answer this question correctly. Examiners were looking for answers such
as the following:

 ﻣﺒﻜﺮة-أ
 ﺿﻴﻘﺔ أو ﻣﺤﺪودة-ب
 ردیﺌﺔ أو ﺳﻴﺌﺔ أو ﻋﺎدیﺔ أو ﺏﺴﻴﻄﺔ أو ﻣﺘﻮاﺿﻌﺔ-ت
 اﻹهﻤﺎل-ث
 اﻟﺼﻐﺎر-ج
Question 2
Examiners were looking for answers which provided the required grammatical structure. Whilst many
candidates did well, there were some recurring errors, the most common of which were:

. آﺎن یﻌﺘﺬر ﻟﻤﺤﺒﻲ اﻟﻘﺮاءة-أ
 یﺴﺘﻬﻠﻜﻮن ﻋﺸﺮة آﺘﺒﺎ،  یﺴﺘﻬﻠﻜﻮن ﻋﺸﺮة آﺘﺎب-ب
. ﻟﻦ یﻨﺞ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻨﺎﻗﻬﺎ إﻻ آﺘﺎب اﻟﺠﻴﺐ. ﻟﻦ یﻨﺠﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻨﺎﻗﻬﺎ إﻻ آﺘﺎب اﻟﺠﻴﺐ-ت
. یﺘﺠﺎوز اﻟﻐﺮﺿﻴﻦ اﻟﺘﺠﺎریﻦ آﺜﻴﺮا. یﺘﺠﺎوز اﻟﻐﺮﺿﻴﻦ اﻟﺘﺠﺎریﺔ آﺜﻴﺮا-ث
. ﺵﺎهﺪوا ﺏﻌﻀﺎ ﻣﻨﻬﺎ ﺕﻤﺜﻴﻼ ﺏﻔﻀﻞ ﻣﻤﺜﻠﺔ ﻣﺤﺘﺮف-ج
Question 3
Candidates were required to demonstrate their comprehension of Text One, using their own words as far as
possible.
The following is part of an answer which scored good marks:

.  ﻷﻥﻪ ﺝﺎء ﻣﺘﺄﺧﺮا ﻓﺄﻗﻴﻢ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺼﺮ اﻟﺮاﺉﻊ ﻗﺮب أﺝﻤﻞ وأﻏﻨﻰ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ-أ
. ﻓﺠﺬب اﻟﻨﺎس إﻟﻴﻪ،  آﺎن ﻟﻪ أﺙﺮ إیﺠﺎﺏﻲ-ب
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ت -آﺎﻥﺖ اﻟﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﺏﻴﻊ ﻣﺎ ﺕﻨﺘﺠﻪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ.
ث -ﺝﻠﺲ ﺏﻌﻀﻬﻢ ﻗﺮب آﺘﺒﻪ اﻟﻤﻌﺮوﺿﺔ ﻟﺒﻘﻮم ﺏﺘﺸﺠﻴﻊ وﺡﺚ اﻟﺰاﺉﺮیﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺸﺮاء ﺏﺘﻮﻗﻴﻌﻪ أو ﺏﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺘﻬﻢ.
ج -إﻥﻬﺎ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ اﻟﻤﺼﻮرة واﻟﻤﻠﻮﻥﺔ واﻟﺘﻤﺜﻴﻠﻴﺎت اﻟﺘﻲ ﺕﺤﻜﻲ ﻗﺼﺺ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻣﻤﺜﻠﻴﻦ ﺏﺎرزیﻦ وﻣﻌﺮوﻓﻴﻦ أﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ وﺝﻮد
أﺵﺮﻃﺔ ﺕﺴﺠﻴﻞ ﺕﺴﺮد ﺏﺎﺹﻮات ﻓﻨﺎﻥﻴﻦ ﻣﻌﺮوﻓﻴﻦ.
ح -ﻷﻥﻬﺎ ﺳﻬﻠﺔ اﻟﺴﻤﺎع ویﻤﻜﻨﻬﻢ اﺳﺘﺨﺪاﻣﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ أﻣﺎآﻦ ﻣﺘﻌﺪدة آﺎﻟﻄﺎﺉﺮة أو اﻟﺤﺎﻓﻠﺔ.
The following is an example of an answer which did not score so highly:

ت -إﻟﻘﺎء اﻟﻜﺘﺐ اﻷﻥﻴﻘﺔ ﻣﺸﻜﻠﺔ أن اﻟﻨﺎس ﻟﻢ یﺸﺘﺮي وﻟﻢ یﻘﺮأ هﺆﻻء اﻟﻜﺘﺐ واﻟﻜﺘﺎب ﻟﻴﺲ ﻟﻪ زاﺉﺮون ﻟﻜﺘﺒﻪ وﻟﻴﺲ ﻟﻪ ﻣﺎﻻ ﻟﻨﻔﺴﻪ.
Question 4
This question was answered well by a large number of candidates. Candidates were required to demonstrate
their comprehension of Text Two, using their own words as far as possible.
The following is an example of an answer which did not contain score high marks:

ب -ﻷن اﻟﻜﺒﻴﻨﺔ ﻣﺘﺴﻌﺔ ﺝﺪا وﻟﻪ أﻣﺎآﻦ ﻋﺪیﺪة ﺕﻮﺿﻊ آﺘﺒﻪ.
ت -اﻟﺪﻟﻴﻞ هﻮ ﻓﻲ ﻥﺸﺮ اﺳﻢ اﻟﺪﺕﻮر ﺝﺎﺏﺮ ﻓﻲ إﺡﺪى ﺡﺠﺮاﺕﻪ وﻣﻠﻚ ﻣﻔﺎﺕﻴﺢ اﻟﺨﺰﻥﺔ أي اﻟﻜﺒﻴﻨﺔ.
Question 5
)Candidates were required to (a) summarise the ideas showing that the two authors are fond of books and (b
write about their views on whether libraries can only be used for studying. Whilst some candidates did quite
well in this question, other candidates did not score highly for the following reasons: copying out large
portions of text from one or both passages; using irrelevant ideas from the texts; using poor language.
The following is an example of a good answer to part (a):

ﻗﺎم أﺡﺪ اﻟﻜﺎﺕﺒﻴﻦ ﺏﺎﻟﺘﻜﻠﻢ ﻋﻦ ﻣﻌﺮض اﻟﻜﺘﺎب اﻟﻔﺮﻥﺴﻲ واﻋﺘﺒﺮﻩ ﻣﺪﺧﻼ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻴﺪان ﺹﻨﺎﻋﺔ اﻟﻜﺘﺎب وﺕﻮزیﻌﻪ ،وآﺎن ﻗﻠﻘﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻜﺘﺎب
ﺏﺴﺒﺐ ﻣﺸﻜﻠﺔ اﻟﺘﻮزیﻊ ،ووﺿﺢ أن اﻟﻤﻌﺮض ﻣﻨﺎﺳﺒﺔ ﺕﺠﺎریﺔ ﺝﺪیﺮة ﺏﺎﻻهﺘﻤﺎم .
ودﻋﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻻهﺘﻤﺎم ﺏﻤﺎ یﺤﺘﺎﺝﻪ اﻟﺼﻐﺎر ﻣﻦ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ ،وذآﺮ ﺏﻌﺾ أﻥﻮاﻋﻬﺎ وﺹﻔﺎﺕﻬﺎ ،وأﺵﺎر إﻟﻰ اهﺘﻤﺎم اﻟﻜﺒﺎر ﺏﺎﻷﺵﺮﻃﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﺠﻠﺔ.
ووﺿﺢ اﻟﻜﺎﺕﺐ اﻵﺧﺮ آﻴﻒ آﺎن یﺰور ﻣﻜﺘﺒﺔ اﻟﺠﺎﻣﻌﺔ ﺏﺎﺳﺘﻤﺮار ،وﻗﺎم ﺏﻄﻠﺐ آﺒﻴﻨﺔ ﻟﻠﺪراﺳﺔ  ،وﻋﺒﺮ ﻋﻦ ﺳﻌﺎدﺕﻪ ﺏﺎﻟﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ.
وآﺎن یﺴﺘﺨﺪم ﻓﻬﺎرس اﻟﻤﻜﺘﺒﺔ ﺏﻐﺎیﺔ وﺏﻼ ﻏﺎیﺔ ،وﺳﻌﻰ داﺉﻤﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻮﺹﻮل إﻟﻰ اﻟﻜﺘﺎب اﻟﺬي یﺮیﺪﻩ وإن ﻟﻢ یﻜﻦ ﻣﻮﺝﻮدا ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻜﺘﺒﺔ.
The following is an example of a less successful answer to part (a):

ﻃﺒﻴﻌﻴﺎ یﺤﺐ اﻟﻜﺎﺕﺒﻴﻦ ﻋﺎﻟﻢ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ .ویﺸﺘﺮون آﺘﺐ ﺝﺪیﺪة .آﻤﺎ ﻥﺮى ﻓﻲ هﺬﻩ اﻟﻨﺼﻴﻦ .یﺤﺐ اﻟﻜﺎﺕﺒﻴﻦ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ ﻷﻥﻬﻤﺎ آﺎﻥﺎ ﺳﻌﻴﺪان
ﺏﻤﻌﺮض اﻟﻜﺘﺎب.
ﻗﺎم ﻣﻌﺮض اﻟﻜﺘﺎب ﻓﻲ ﺏﺎریﺲ ذﻟﻚ اﻷﻣﺮ ﻟﻴﺲ ﻃﺒﻴﻌﻲ .اﻟﻘﺼﺮ اﻟﻌﻈﻴﻢ ﺕﻢ ﺕﻘﺴﻴﻤﻬﺎ إﻟﻰ أرﺏﻊ ﻣﺌﺔ وﺳﺒﻌﻴﻦ ﺝﻨﺎﺡﺎ.
ﻗﺮأ اﻟﻜﺘﺐ ﺕﻮﺿﺢ أن أﻟﻒ ﻓﺮﻥﺴﻲ هﻠﻚ آﺜﻴﺮ آﺘﺐ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ .ﻻ ﺕﻌﻄﻲ اﻹﺡﺼﺎﺉﻴﺔ ﻋﺪد اﻟﻜﺘﺎب اﻟﺬي هﻠﻚ اﻟﻌﺮﺏﻲ ﻓﻲ أي ﻗﻄﺮ
ﻋﺮﺏﻲ وﺿﻤﺖ ﻗﺎﻋﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﺮض ﻗﻢ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻷدب اﻟﻤﻌﺎﺹﺮ.
The following is an example of an answer to part (b) which did not gain good marks:

اﻟﻤﻜﺘﺒﺔ ﻟﻠﺤﻴﻮاﻥﺎت  ،یﺬهﺐ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﻜﺘﺒﺔ ﻟﻴﻘﻀﻲ وﻗﺖ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺮاءة ﻟﻠﺤﻴﻮاﻥﺎت .إﻥﻪ یﺬهﺐ ﻟﻴﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ هﺬا اﻟﻜﺘﺎب.
یﻔﻀﻞ اﻟﻜﺘﺎﺏﻴﻮن أن یﻘﻀﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻜﺘﺒﺔ یﺨﺘﺎرون أي آﺘﺐ.
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ARABIC LANGUAGE
Paper 8680/03
Essay

General comments
Candidates were required to choose one topic from a choice of five given in the question paper and write an
essay in Arabic of 250–400 words. Of the 40 marks available, 24 are for Quality of Language and 16 are for
Content. In general, the performance of the candidates was satisfactory, although some candidates
produced very good essays indeed. There were only very few poor attempts. Most essays had coherent
arguments and were reasonably well structured, although only a few candidates showed evidence of
originality. It seemed that some candidates were over-reliant on material memorised in advance, which was
not always relevant or used in an appropriate way. There was also a tendency for candidates to ignore the
word limit; candidates should be reminded to pay attention to the word limits given in the question paper.
Although the majority of essays read quite smoothly, there were frequent, albeit minor, grammatical errors.
These included, for example: the incorrect use of al- in the idaafa construction; the use of li-anna followed
immediately by a verb; failure to distinguish between pairs such as haadhaa / haadhihi, aakhar / ukhraa etc,
and the widespread treatment of wa- as a separate word in its own right, allowing it to be written on its own
at the end of a line.
Comments on specific questions
Question 1
Most essays on this topic were reasonably well written, though the range of ideas was slightly limited.
Technological innovations such as the Internet figured largely in many answers. There was an interesting
difference of opinion between candidates on whether young people’s lives are actually harder or easier than
in the past.
Question 2
Again, there were some interesting responses to this topic. However, there was a tendency for some
candidates to structure their essays in two halves (one on travel, one on the Internet), with inadequate
linkage between the two.
Question 3
This topic was the most popular. The best essays were extremely well written, but others seemed to show
evidence of excessive reliance on memorised material which wasn’t always relevant or appropriate to the
question. Some candidates wrote competently about pollution in general, but did not include sufficient detail
to address the question fully.
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